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Methods and Systems for Monitoring and Controlling 
the Temperature of an Organ During Open Surgeries 

Abstract Of The Invention 
[0047] Systems and methods are provided for monitoring and controlling the 

temperature of an organ during surgery, and are particularly useful for monitoring and 
controlling the temperature of the heart during surgery. The subject systems include a 
temperature sensor for application to the organ, reservoirs for containing temperature- 
controlled fluids to be delivered to the organ, a temperature regulator for regulating or 
maintaining the temperatures of such fluids, a pump for transferring the fluids from the 
reservoirs to the organ, a display for displaying certain system operating parameters and 
other information, a user interface module and a controller for controlling the functions 
of the system based on certain system operating parameters. The subject methods 
generally involve monitoring the temperature of an organ and, based on the organ's 
temperature, controlling the application of temperature-controlled fluids to the organ. 


21 


